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are employed to take charge of the whole business, houses are
erected for the workpeople and land is allotted for the cultivation
of crops.

The exploitation of quebracho shows a general northward
movement in Argentina as the southern and more accessible
forests get worked out, a process which takes place all the more
rapidly since only the heartwood of the tree is used ;   the sap-
wood and the limbs, containing from 5 to 10 per cent of tannin,
are generally \vasted.   The quebracho tree is of slow growth and
no attempt is made at replanting, so that the question of available
resources is of moment in considering the future.    According to
estimates made, the total quantity of true quebracho wood remain-
ing In the territory explored is about 75 million metric tons, of
which at least half is in the Argentine Chaco Territory.    Of the
rest, upwards of two-thirds is in Santa Fe and about one-tenth
in Paraguay.    Small fractions in Santiago del Estero and in
Formosa Territory account for the remainder.    The quality of
quebracho  deteriorates  noticeably  towards  warmer latitudes.
In Paraguay, it is said, over half the trees are defective.    Since
Argentina possesses about nineteen-twentieths of the reserves of
wood fit for extraction, the industry has to be regarded as mainly
confined both now and for the future to that country.    The total
annual cut of quebracho throughout the whole region is estimated
to average about i million metric tons, so that allowing for an
underestimate of the total, which seems probable, this volume of
supplies can be maintained till somewhat beyond the end of the
present century.   As, however, the demand of the rapidly growing
population of Argentina for railway sleepers and for timber
requirements is likely to expand a good deal as time goes on, and
as, moreover, destruction by forest fires cancels new growth, the
standing  resources  will  probably  be  exhausted   considerably
earlier, unless the world at large is prepared to look less to this
source for its supplies of tanning materials.

Agricultural development in the Chaco does not follow in the
wake of the quebracho industry, since the eastern zone is unfavour-
able to colonization, but towards the south-west of the Chaco
region where the climate and the soil are drier and the forest cover
is thinner, a settled agricultural population is growing up in the
districts served by the Central Argentine and other railways.
For a long time attention was confined to the cultivation of food
crops in favourable places for the forest workers, but more
recently cotton cultivation has been taken up and the area so
utilized has expanded rapidly. The acreage under cotton in
Argentina, most of which is in the Chaco region, was a little more
than 8,000 in 1914-15, rose to 317,000 in 1930-31, and to 950,000